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Western Street Rod Nationals Plus to Roll into Bakersfield Through 2015
Three-Day Event Features Vintage Cars, Entertainment and More

BAKERSFIELD, Calif. – The Western Street Rod Nationals Plus will return to Bakersfield through 2015, the National Street Rod Association, Kern County Fairgrounds and Bakersfield Convention & Visitors Bureau announced jointly today. The new five-year agreement begins in 2011. 

The three-day event, which features pre-1980 vehicles, regularly takes place in April at the Kern County Fairgrounds. The event has been in Bakersfield for the past 24 years and draws participants from across North America. 

“We are very happy to know Bakersfield will be our home for at least the next five years,” said Mike Chrispyn, NSRA special events director. “Bakersfield is a car city and our members recognize that. They come from around the country because they know the city rolls out the red carpet for us.”  

The 2010 event drew nearly 2,000 registrants including many out of town guests who spent the weekend frequenting local hotels, restaurants and retailers. The event has an estimated annual economic impact of $1.375 million.

“The Western Street Rod Nationals is more than a great car show, it’s an economic boon for the city of Bakersfield,” said Don Cohen, manager of the Bakersfield Convention & Visitors Bureau. “Hotel rooms are booked, attendees eat a local restaurants and many participants drive to the event, so we see a bump in gasoline sales over that weekend.”

The event takes over the Kern County Fairgrounds complex with vehicles sprawled throughout the main grounds. The exhibit halls are packed with vendors showcasing the latest in street rod accessories, parts and services. There are activities for people of all ages, including live entertainment and a weekend-ending awards ceremony.

“We consistently hear positive feedback from the attendees about how well the Fairgrounds layout works for the event,“ said Bill Blair, CEO of the Kern County Fairgrounds. “We are thrilled to host the NSRA at the Fairgrounds through 2015.” 

About the National Street Rod Association
The National Street Rod Association represents  every aspect of the rapidly growing sport of street rodding, from all of the people that enjoy the sport to the industry that has evolved from within the sport. NSRA is the organizing body that made the sport what it is today and is the reason the growth of street rodding has continued at a steady pace since the association was founded in 1970. Like the sport itself, NSRA events are geared to family entertainment with something to interest every member of a street rodding family.

About the Bakersfield Convention & Visitors Bureau
The Bakersfield Convention & Visitors Bureau is a non-profit, city managed, economic development organization responsible for strengthening the Bakersfield economy through the marketing, promotion, and selling of the city and region as a site for conventions, corporate meetings, trade shows, pleasure travel, group travel, cultural, sports and special events.

About the Kern County Fairgrounds 
The Kern County Fairgrounds was established at its current site in the early 1950’s to showcase the county’s largest annual event, the Kern County Fair.  The 168-acre site includes four enclosed buildings, carnival lot, grandstand, theater and horse show arena. The venue is available for a variety of events including wedding receptions, RV rallies, garden expos, seminars and trade shows. 
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